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Catch-and-release steelhead ¦shery will not open on Skagit, Sauk rivers amid projected low returns


Catch-and-release steelhead yshery will

not open on Skagit, Sauk rivers amid

projected low returns

Date


Jan 1 4, 2020


Contact


Ben Anderson, 360-902-0045


OLYMPIA – With low numbers of wild steelhead projected to return to the Skagit Basin, ¦shery


managers with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) announced today that the


Skagit steelhead catch-and-release ¦shery will not open this year.


Only 3,963 wild adult steelhead are expected to return to the Skagit Basin this year from Puget Sound.


Wild Puget Sound steelhead have been listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA)


since 2007. When projected returns to the Skagit Basin are below 4,000 ¦sh, the number of allowable


impacts to those ¦sh is substantially restricted, said Edward Eleazer, regional ¦sh program manager


for WDFW.


“When returns are this low, our management plan and the ESA permit require us to be extremely


conservative with how these ¦sh might be impacted by ¦shing activity,” Eleazer said. “We have to


minimize those impacts to ensure we meet conservation objectives, and to allow for other ¦sheries


that don’t target steelhead in the Skagit and Sauk rivers and Puget Sound.”
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Most of the steelhead returning in 2020 are 4 or 5 years old, and the low returns are likely the result of


severe drought and low river §ows in 201 5 and 201 6, as well as an unprecedented marine heatwave


in the Paci¦c Ocean that negatively affected survival rates.


The Skagit Basin was closed to wild steelhead ¦shing for several years before reopening for limited


¦sheries on the Skagit and Sauk rivers in 201 8 and 201 9. WDFW worked with tribal co-managers to


develop a ¦shery plan and secure an ESA ¦shery permit to reopen.


WDFW and the tribes continue working to recover wild steelhead, protect habitat, and remove ¦sh


passage barriers to improve survival in Puget Sound.


The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife is the state agency tasked with preserving,


protecting, and perpetuating ¦sh, wildlife, and ecosystems, while providing sustainable ¦shing,


hunting, and other recreation opportunities.


Persons with disabilities who need to receive this information in an alternative format or who need reasonable


accommodations to participate in WDFW-sponsored public meetings or other activities may contact Dolores


Noyes by phone (360-902-2349), TTY (360-902-2207), or email (dolores.noyes@dfw.wa.gov


(mailto:dolores.noyes@dfw.wa.gov)). For more information, see https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-

accommodation (https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-accommodation).


Top tasks Stay connected


Log in to the WILD licensing website

(https://¦shhunt.dfw.wa.gov/#/login)


Get razor clam information

(/¦shing/shell¦shing-
regulations/razor-clams)


Event Calendar (/get-
involved/calendar)


Report a violation

(/about/enforcement/report)


Submit a photo (/share)


Report a website error (/website-
error-report)




WDFW




@thewdfw




WDFW


Police




@WDFW


TheWDFW WDFW Blog


Join our email lists


About


WDFW


(/about)


Regional o¨ces

(/about/regional-
o¨ces)


Fish and Wildlife

Commission

(/about/commission)


Enforcement

(/about/enforcement)


Public Records Requests

(/about/administration/public-
records)


Contact us


AR012873

mailto:dolores.noyes@dfw.wa.gov
https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-accommodation
https://fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov/#/login
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfishing-regulations/razor-clams
https://wdfw.wa.gov/get-involved/calendar
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/enforcement/report
https://wdfw.wa.gov/share
https://wdfw.wa.gov/website-error-report
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonFishWildlife
https://www.instagram.com/thewdfw/
https://www.facebook.com/WDFWPolice
https://twitter.com/wdfw
https://www.youtube.com/thewdfw
https://medium.com/@wdfw
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/lists
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/regional-offices
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/enforcement
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/administration/public-records
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-accommodation
https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-accommodation
https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-accommodation)
https://�shhunt.dfw.wa.gov/#/login)


/


© 2020 Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife All rights reserved.


Contact us

(/about/contact)


Jobs at

WDFW

(/about/jobs)


Rule making

(/about/regulations)


AR012874

https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/jobs
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/regulations

